
P -" 
' I 

Engine 
Number of cylinders 8 
Bore/ Stroke 3.62 / 2.59 ins. 92 / 65.8 mm 
Total displacement 213.6 cu. ins. 3499 c.c. 
Engine output acc. to DIN1} 147 kW I 5800/min. 
----------=------""2oo~n_,e ... t..,b,....h,.,..1>· / 5,800 rpm 
Max. torque acc. to DIN1} 286 Nm / 4000/ min. 

211 tt. lbs. / 4,000 rpm 29.2 mkp I 4000 rpm 
Compression 9.5 
Oil capacity crankcase max./ min. 13.2 / 9.7 Imp. pts. 7.5 I 5.5 litres 
~C~a~p~ac.;;..;i~ty~o.;;..;f~c.;;..;o~o~l "-in~g~s~y-=-st;.;;e.;.;m-'-----~2~5~.2--l-r-me:_e~ts_. _____ 14_.3_ 11_tr_e_s ____ _ 
Generator 14 V f 55 A 
Battery 12 V I 66 Ah 
Max. speed approx. 130 mph. approx. 210 kmph 

Tyres 205 / 70 VR 14 · 
Fuel Premium 

.;..F~u~el~c.;;..;o~n;.;;s~u~m~p~ti~o.;.;n~a;.;;c-"c~.t;.;;o~D"-"-IN~7--0~0"'3"-02~)-~2~2~m=.p.lm~g~a--l . ___ .....,..13~·~0~1i_tr_e_s~p_e_r _10_0_k_m_ 
Tankcapacity._ __________ 19 __ ._s_1m_._p~.g. ~a;.;;ls~· --=---~90~1it~r~es::....,.,,....,.,,,-----
lncl. reserve approx. 2.9 Imp. gals. approx. 13 litres 

Welg~h~ts'-------------=-:-:-::-c.,---------,~::-:-----~ 
Kerb weigo;.:h~t --:---:--:-:------.::3.:.,.4;.;:0.;:.5..;,l b;:.;s~.------,:.,150:;4;.;:57kg._ ____ _ 
Permissible total welg...:,h;.:.t ______ 4-"'-=-35.;;..;5~1b-"s~. ______ 1_,9""75,..._kg. _____ _ 
~T~ra~i~le~r~lo.;;..;a~d~w~it~h~b.;..ra~k~e~3}!-;.,..-----~2~,6~4~5~1~bs.;;..;. _______ 12~0~0:-:"'."'kg._ ____ _ 
Trailer load without brake3) 1.655 lbs. 750 kg 

A 

14------o-----~ 
..------------c-----------i 

A Overall height, unloaded 50.8 ins. Coupe 1290 mm Coupe 
51.2 ins. Roadster 1300 mm Roadster 

B Overall width 70.5 ins. 1790 mm 
C Overall l eng~th"'---------1"'"'7"'2"--.4""1"-·n"'s"". ______ 4;.;;3-=-8-=-0.;.;m'"'"m'-'-----
D Wheelbase 96.9 ins. 2460 mm 
E Steering wheel -

driver's seat backrest~} 15.7 ins. 400 mm 
F Seat height, unloaded 35.6 ins. Coupe 

36.4 ins. Roadster 
900 mm Coupe 
925 mm Roadster 

G Driver"s backrest -
rear panel') 22.2 ins. 565 mm 

H Width at centre of up_h_o_l_st_e_ry~ ___ 5_1_.6_ in_s_. _______ 13_1_0_m_m _ ____ _ 
J Width at shoulder heig"'h.;..t _____ 53= .1..;..;;in"'s'-'.--------'1-"3-=-50.;;..;c.;m.;.;m.:.;... ____ _ 
K Width rear compartment 39.8 ins. 1010 mm 
Track width front 57.2 ins. 1452 mm 
Track width rear 56.7 ins. 1440 mm 
Turning circle diameter 33.9 ft. 10.34 m 
Boot space approx. 8.9 cu. ft. approx. 0.25 cu. m 

1) The output given in DIN/hp. or kW is 
eflectively available at the clutch for 
driving the vehicle, any other power 
consumption has already been deducted. 
The data given in SI units (kW = kilo­
watt. Nm = Newton metre) has been 
converted and rounded off to the 
nearest unit. 

2) Technical data acc. to DIN 70020 
and 70030. 
Fuel consumption according to DIN 70030. 
This value Is obtained 
at a consistent speed of 110 km/h (68 mph.) 
on an even road, plus 10°/o. 
This method Is used by all automobile 
manufacturers in the Federal Republic 
of Germany. The consumption values 
quoted are therefore calculated under 

the same conditions and provide 
a real basis for comparison. 
However, they do not correspond to 
the actual amount of fuel consumed, aa 
this varies according to the way of 
driving. road and climatic conditions etc. 
Fuel consumption according to 
DIN 70030 Is theoelore only a compara· 
tive value and not the actual amount 
of fuel consumed. 

3) The weights quoted are maximum 
weights, valld within the Federal Republic 
of Germany. In various countries other 
figures will apply. 

') Dimensions vary acc. to sitting position 

The contents are not binding 
and the right Is reserved for modlllc1tlon1 

->-c 

"' E 
~ ., 

(!) -0 
0 

:0 
" 0. ., 
a: 
70 
~ ., 
"O ., 
u.. 
c 

(!) 
< 
"' c ., 
(!) 
~ ., 
e 
70 
0 

I 



J~/,(> :J.)() .. 51 J -

111<>r<> t 11<111 <1 
. "if )()ff S ('(If • •• 

2 

:::.---::::;j- The 350 SL is not fl sciloon car. 
It's tlie nez1v, i1npressive ancl hig·hly 
i1idividiicil two-se(tter ivith 230 g·r . 
HP/SAE (200 1iet l>.li.71. DlN), 
ivith, ro<tllster /1()C>d <111<1 opti(>rial 
slig·htly (/i.slie(/ cc>Lt/>e re><~/; <ts ivell 

as 1nore than 50 c/e(tr i1111>r<rL c>1ne11ts <>11 its 
predecessor, iv/1ic/1 1tY1s V(>r:·y stt('<·es.~fiil. 

Th,e 350 SL is tt<>I (111 ()Lt1l-<111(/-011t Sf><>rts (~<tr . . It is 
neit/1,er Lou({ n<)r Cf(l/111)(.>(/. rrll1e ,),5 litre v:...s e1ib>ine 
guctr<111 tees r~fi 11e(/, si le11 t rL1111J.i 11g·, A1111oin.t11ie11t 
ci1i<l (/ri·vi1lg· ("<>r1~/<>rl C<>rr<>s1><>11<l (() I h,r>se <if the larg·e 
Merce(les-Be1zz s<11<><>11 <"<trs. lls .f<1r <ts s<ifety is 
<;oncer11e(/ - 1/1e 11<)1c 111<1i11f(-'11<111(·e~fi~(>(> si1,spe1isir>n, 
tlie 5() r1,, reirif'c>r('.f'(/ It i11(l<>tl 1>ill<1rs, i11ipr(>Ve<l po'U!er 
steeririg· <111<! <>Ltlsi<I<> 111irr<>r <t,c~justcil>le from inside 
t/1,e ve/1icle - t/1is ('Ctr is i11 <1 cf(tss o,j' its ozv1i. 

The owner and driver of' tlie 350 SL ivill f org·et all 
he knew so far about sports cars, because the latest 
result o,f Mercedes-Benz research g·oes.far beyond 
the concept of ''sportiness combi7ied ivith comfort''. 
The synthesis oj-all features is ivh,at counts, an,d 
here the target was harmony. The 350 SL will c1ppecir 
111.<>re exciting· to tlie 011/<><>ker t/i(1,11 to th.e <lriver. 

Impressive words, fashionable bodywork and . 
shoivy instmment panels will play a very small part 
in the seventies. The modem car will have to be 
safe, easy to drive and sensibly comfortable. We are 
one jump ahead in this respect. 

Muscles of' steel, trai1ied iii thousands of tests, leave 
no room.for g·immicks. Conif ort, tciilored to the 
individual, is obtai7ied by scienh:fic resec1rch, 
exterior f onri in the wirid tun1iel. N evertlieless, tlie 
350 SL is g·ood to look at,.fast and masculi1ie. 
Character instead of shoiv. It took eight yec1r.s to 
develop the 350 SL. Intellig·ent e1igineeri1ig· is our 
way to perfectio1i. 

Now we are handing· it over to you. The ca,r 
provicle~ the poiver a~d safety, you the fairness on 
the rocid - you can choose 1w better car thcin thcit 
with the three-pointed .star. 
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he Mercedes-Benz 350 SL is 
supplied wilh a st.andard roadster hood which 
can be folded back and completely concealed 
benealh a cover. Then either the optional coupe 
roof can be fitted or the car can be left open. 
The space at the rear can also be used to 
accommodate luggage. 
Two children's seats can be installed on request. 

5 



Cwnfort is, for 
i1lercedes-Bellz 
engineers. <111 ir11portu11t 
part of e111·1ronrr1C'flful 
safety. IL helps lo l.cep 
the ti river ulert, even on 
long journeys. 

The outside n1irror can 
be exact Ir ad justed f ro111 
inside the car 111itho11l 
lu11.:i11g to 1chul do11i11 
the wi11do11·s. 

An air duel conn.eels the 
doors of the 350 SL 
lo the heating and 
ventilation systern. 
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Comfort in a car is something on the lines of 
general ease and a feeling of well-being (for the 
superficial observer). 

Mercedes-Benz engineers have never been satis­
fied with this definition. For them comfort is far 
more: an important part of environmental safety 
which helps to keep the driver alert. 
Even on long journeys. 

This kind of comfort, which has already been a 
famil iar feature of Mercedes-Benz passenger cars 
for years, results from the overall driving behaviour 
of the vehicle. 

The overall driving behaviour of a car is determined 
by the interior, seats, heating and ventilation, 
running gear, steering and bodywork. 
Two-seaters usually offer less room and less com­
fort (therefore also less environmental safety) than 
saloon cars. 
The shape of the vehicle determines the design of 
the interior. This is generally true. It does not, 
however, apply to the Mercedes-Benz 350 SL. 

Interior 
The 350 SL was designed from the inside outwards. 
This means a roomy interior while the exterior 
dimensions give good handling in traffic. 
Despite the large interior it is therefore extremely 
maneouvrable, even by comparison with many 
smaller vehicles. 
All switches and levers are positioned and com­
bined in such a way that they cannot be confused 
in the dark. Mercedes-Benz do not believe.in an 
imposing array of switches and showy interior 
fittings which would have an adverse effect on 
operating safety. Non-dazzle materials are better 
than visual opulence. 

The standard version of the 350 SL is so con­
structed that ii is possible to install a stereo unit or 
air-conditioning at a later date. 
The safety belts are not affected when the seat is 
adjusted since the anchor point is on the seat itself. 
The glove compartment is illuminated by a remov­
able torch which is charged via the electrical wiring 
system. The outside mirror, which can be adjusted 
from the inside of the car, is a further example of 
the care with which the 350 SL was designed. 
Oddments tray, pockets on the doors, 
padded armrests, tough carpeting -
these are just a few examples of what Mercedes­
Benz mean by functional comfort. 

Seats 
In the Mercedes-Benz 350 SL the driver's reactions 
are maintained by an anatomically correct seating 
position. 
The seats are contoured to give firm lateral support. 
The driver's seat can be adjusted in height. 
The seat springing is coordinated to the vehicle 
suspension. 
Both seats springs and vehicle suspension are 
equally effective at all speeds. 
Mercedes-Benz make firm seats and cushions to 
support the body. The semi-fluting separated by 
double seams with a special filling, and rubberized 
hair mats guarantee that the seats are ventilated 
and that any moisture is ful ly absorbed. 

The position of the driver in relation to the steering 
wheel is anatomically correct. This is a boon on 
long journeys. 

Heating and ventilation · 
are combined in an infinitely variable, highly 
effective system. Even when the outside tempera­
ture is -20° C an inside temperature of more than 
+ 25° C can be attained. Both doors are connected 
to the heating and ventilation system. 

Running gear 
The Mercedes-Benz diagonal swing axle produces 
spring characteristics which are neither too hard 
nor too soft. 
Fatiguing vibrations are eliminated. Even on long 
runs. 
The bumps in the road are ironed out by the 
rubber mountings of the axles and are not passed 
on to the bodywork. There is a sealed bulkhead 
between the engine and passenger compartments. 
Two hydraulic telescopic shock absorbers p revent 
vibrations being passed on from the chassis to the 
3.5 litre V-8 engine. 
This means that the 350 SL is practically free of 
vibrations and very quiet. 

The front axle is equipped with anti-dive control. 

Anti-roll bars eliminate unpleasant rolling in 
corners. 
Hydraulic gas-filled telescopic shock absorbers (de 
Carbon system) operate efficiently even under ex­
treme conditions. 

Mercedes-Benz power steering 
The hydraulic equipment of this steering system 
considerably reduces the power required at the 
wheel and the number of turns. The hydraulic boost 
only becomes effective, however, when the driving 
situation demands greater steering effort. 
For example, when parking or going round narrow 
bends. 

Despite this, however, the "feel" for the road is 
always maintained when driving fast on the straight. 
Movements of the steering wheel are transferred 
directly and precisely to the front wheels. This 
gives a direct contact with the road, making for 
safe driving even on wet and icy surfaces. 
The steering damper absorbs bumps in the road 
without transferring them to the steering wheel. 

Bodywork 
Due to its highly individual bodywork, with low 
waist-line and slightly dished roof, the 350 SL has 
extremely large side windows, and therefore offers 
an extremely good all-round view for a vehicle in 
the two-seater category. 

The overall size of the 350 SL permits good hand­
ling in traffic. 
It also has 
large doors which make it easier to get in and out; 
intermittent control for the windscreen wipers 
which, thanks to the particularly streamlined wind­
screen design, do not "lift"; 
side windows insensitive to dirt thanks to the 
specially designed front pil lars; 
halogen broad-beam headlights : 
halogen long-range foglamps; 
one rear fog lamp, 
integ rated in the rear light unit. 
The rear light unit is also designed to repel dirt. 

The Mercedes-Benz 350 SL has that comfort, 
visibility and relaxation which become indispens­
able to the driver. 

Large doors rnalie it easy 
to get in a11d out. 

l\1crccdcs-Bcnz do not 
belic1.c i11 an ir11posing 
arra) of s11•1tches and 
slzou) interior f1tti11gs. 
Non-da ... zlr nu1tcrials 
are better than 1 isual 
opulence. 
1 lush-fitted s1v1lchcs 
and buttons are 
additional ~afcl) factors. 

1 good all-round vieiv 
is coniplcr11entecl by 
halogen broad-bearn 
headlight:; and halogen 
fog larnps. 
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_ he J 50 SL was designed from the 
inside outwards. This means a roomy interior 
while the exterior dimensions give good handling 
in traffic. The anatomically correct seats are 
contoured to give firm lateral support. 
The seat springing is coordinated to the vehicle 
suspension. 
Fatiguing vibrations are eliminated - a boon 
on long journeys. 
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The four-spoke safety 
steering wheel. 
The padded boss, spikes 
and rin1 f ornz one 
f oa111-padded unit. 

Tlte rear light unit is 
specially designed to be 
in:·ensitive to dirt. 

10 
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You can talk about safety, you can apply lavish 
foam rubber padding or you can attack the problem 
of safety at the roots. 
The latter way is difficult and expensive, but more 
responsible, although the results of serious safety 
research cannot immediately be seen. 

After many series of tests, for example, Mercedes­
Benz developed an instrument panel which yields 
in stages, depending on the force of the impact, 
thus largely eliminating serious injuries. 
Foam padding alone is obviously the least im­
portant part of the Mercedes-Benz instrument 
panel. 

For Mercedes-Benz safety isn't a matter of in­
dividual points, not even the couple of dozen 
features built into every Mercedes-Benz. 
Mercedes-Benz safety is a system based on 
scientific research. 
Its individual elements are interdependent. 

I It is a system which is forever being extended and 
tested. 

' 

Here are just a few examples: 

Sturdy bodywork 
Bodywork should be designed in such a way as to 
give optimal strength without a surplus of material. 

Mercedes-Benz has developed a new method of 
calculation for the bodywork: 
ESEM, the elasto-static-element-method. 

This new computer process enables stress cal­
culations to be done faster and more precisely 
than was previously the case. 

The bodywork of the 350 SL was designed by this 
new method. 
The result: stronger front pillars, 
although they are only narrow 
(they otherwise hinder side visibil ity). 
The special design of these pillars also consider­
ably reduces the amount of dirt col lecting on the 
side windows. Rain water is diverted over the roof 
to the rear. 

fuel tank located in protected position 
The tank of the 350 SL was transferred from the rear 
crumple zone. 
For reasons of safety it is now located over the rear 
axle. 
Bulkheads also seal off the fuel tank (capacity: 
90 litres) from the boot and passenger compart­
ment. The wheels protect it from side impact. 

Dual-circuit power-assisted 
braking system 

The brakes of the 350 SL are more than a match 
for the engine power. Braking can be precisely and 
easily controlled, whether gently reducing speed or 
jamming hard on the brakes . 

The vehicle holds its cou rse and can be brought to 
a halt without veering to one side. 

There are disc brakes all round which can be sub­
jected to continuous stress and are self-adjusting. 
The front brake discs are ventilated. All four rims 
have turbo blades for additional cooling. 
The parking brake has extra brake shoes and brake 
drums. 
A warning light indicates failure of a brake circuit. 

• 

To see and be seen, 
these are important elements of safety. 
A clear, all-round view is complemented by halogen 
broad-beam headlights and halogen long-range fog 
lamps. (Headlight wipers optional.) 
The specially designed front pillars keep the side 
windows almost free of dirt. 
Extensive tests in the wind tunnel showed that the 
angle of inclination and the curve of the windscreen 
eliminate one particular problem: that of the 
wipers "lifting" during driving. 
Intermittent wiper control means that the windscreen 
can be wiped every 5 seconds, e.g. in the case of 
drizzle. The wipers move only as often as con­
ditions require. 
That too reduces strain on your nerves. 

The standard rear fog lamp is integrated in the 
rear light unit. 
The rear light unit is also designed to be insensitive 
to dirt. 

Safety steering 
The four-spoke safety steering wheel of the 350 SL 
is a new feature. 
The padded boss, spokes and rim form one foam­
padded unit. 
The impact absorber under the padded boss, the 
steering column which "telescopes" under impact 
and a steering box located well behind the front 
axle yield in stages. 
This avoids the dangerous "impaling" effect of the 
steering column in a crash. 

Safety door locks 
will not suddenly open in an accident (hence 
prevent passengers being flung out) and do not 
jam if the doors have to be opened quickly after an 
accident. The door handles have no projecting 
knob. 
The doors are opened by pulling the door hand le. 

Other examples 
Anatomically correct driving position eliminates 
fatigue and maintains the driver's reflexes; 
firmly anchored "breathable" seats are contoured 
to provide good lateral support; 
seat springs and vehicle suspension perfectly 
tuned; 
steering damper absorbs road jolts; 
rubber mountings on the axles absorb unevenness 
in the road; 
gas-filled telescopic shock absorbers guarantee 
efficient operation. 

Today Mercedes-Benz intensive 
research goes beyond the automobile 
proper 

The second decisive factor tested is man and his 
reactions. 
Mercedes-Benz sends its vehicles on to the test 
track with everyday drivers at the wheel. 
Specialists simulate hazards not expected by the 
driver. 
All reactions are recorded. 
From the analysis of these it is possible to calculate 
the average reactions of the average driver. 

The strong pin of the 
safety lock. Th<' door 
handles have no 
projecting hnob . 
The doors are opened by 
pulling the door ltandle. 

The 11lercedes-Benz 
dia{!;onal su1ing a:i:le 
ensures good 
roadlzolding. 
It is the opti1nal 
co1n.prornise betiveen 
high con1eri11g stability 
and e;oorl straight-line 
perf onnance. 

The all-round disc 
brakes can be subjected 
to c:onti11uo11s stress 
and are self ·adjusting. 
The front disc brakes 
are ventilated. 
All four rinzs liaz•e turbo 
blades for additional 
cooling. 
The dual-circuit 
power-assisted braking 
systenz is e.raclly 
111atd1ed tu the engine 
power. 
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ue to its neutral driving behaviour 
and precise power steering the 350 SL takes 
corners sm·oothly and makes constant corrections 
unnecessary. The wheels, which are individually 
located by the semi-trailing arms of the rear 
axle and the wishbones of the front axle, do not 
tend to come off course, even on very bumpy 
roads. 

13 



J .f litre V-8 engine 
with electron frally 
controlled pet rul 
injection. Transistorized 
ignition and 1•isco-dri1w 
fan dPpendent on the 
engine ~pl'cd. 

One of the eight 
injection elements of the 
V-8 engine. 
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The 350 SL is a very fast car. 
230 gr. HP/SAE (200 net b.h.p. DIN). 
Top speed: 210 km/h. 
Acceleration from 0 to 100 km/h in 8.8 seconds. 

Mercedes-Benz builds even faster cars. The 
research laboratory on wheels, the C 111, acceler­
ates from 0 to 100 km/h in as little as 4.8 seconds. 

The world land speed record is just over 1,000 km/h 
by the way. 
(Blue Flame, rocket propulsion, driven by Gary 
Gabelich, 1970.) 
What's the point of it? 

Since someone had the ingenious idea of rally 
stripes and the sports car look for family cars, it 
has become fashionable to be sporty. 
A fine achievement in the age of mass motorization, 
long queues and rush-hour traffic. 

This is not the way. 

Mercedes-Benz' definition of sportiness is: 
Smooth, disciplined driving and uncompromising 
fairness. 

Anything else is just plain foolish and - to be 
precise - unsporting. 

Anyone who drives at 200 km/h in order to prove 
what a fine chap he is only proves that he is a 
danger to himself and others. 

If the motorway is clear and the driver knows and 
can control his car then by all means let him drive 
at 200 km/h. 
Provided that his car is built for such speeds. 

Mercedes-Benz builds its cars for drivers who 
understand this - for which we are grateful. 

The Mercedes-Benz 350 SL 
has a 3.5 litre V-8 engine 

This engine is an engineer's dream. When we say 
this we do not mean the 200 net b.h.p. DIN 
(147 kW), or the 8.8 seconds from 0 to 100 km/h, 
or even the top speed of 210 km/h 
but the way in which this mature engine delivers its 
output. 

The V-8 engine exceeds all expectations as far as 
flexibility and torque are concerned. 
Even at a low engine speed it conveys tremendous 
power to the wheels. Two overhead camshafts 
guarantee precise valve control even at maximum 
speed. 

This engine, with its effortless acceleration from all 
speeds, makes it possible to adapt to any traffic 
conditions or situation and thus represents a con­
siderable contribution to safety. 

The electronically controlled 
petrol injection 

The electronic control unit determines instantane­
ously the correct amount of fuel according to the 
absolute pressure in the intake pipe and the engine 
speed. All essential information about the operat­
ing condition of the engine is also registered and 
processed. This includes eng ine temperature, 
intake air temperature and more besides. The 
electronic system works invisibly and imper­
ceptibly. 

l 
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Only the result is felt: 
The engine always responds immediately and 
accelerates briskly and powerfully from all speeds. 
There is no hesitation on sudden acceleration. Fuel 
consumption is kept low because the control unit 
meters out to every cylinder only the precise 
amount of fuel needed for the appropriate operat­
ing conditions. 

The V-arrangement of the cylin_ders 
saves space 

After years of testing Mercedes-Benz have come to 
the conclusion that for 8 cylinders or more the 
V-arrangement is best, since balancing is easier 
and therefore the engine quieter. 

The transistorized ignition 
is a further technical feature. The ignition contacts 
function with a very low intensity of current. 
This means: 
minimum wear and thus 
precise ignition at the right time over a long period. 
The running gear with its reliable dual-circuit 
power braking system is efficient at all speeds. 

Here are some examples of the many features: 

The Mercedes-Benz diagonal swing axle 
Exact wheel location by means of semi-trailing 
arms. 
This results in good straight-line performance and 
high cornering stability with comfortable, but not 
oversoft suspension. 
While one wheel follows the bumps in the road, the 
other runs independently straight ahead. 
This is why the Mercedes-Benz diagonal swing axle 
is so much better than any other rigid axle. 

Straight-line stability 
The wheels, which are individually located by the 
semi-trailing arms of the rear axle and the wish­
bones of the front axle, do not tend to come off 
course, even on very bumpy roads, thus consider­
ably reducing the driver's steering effort. 

Cornering stability 
Due to its neutral driving behaviour and precise 
power steering the 350 SL takes corners smoothly 
and makes constant corrections unnecessary. An 
anti-roll bar on both the front and rear axle prevents 
unpleasant rolling in corners. 
A hydraulic steering damper absorbs road jolts, 
which do not affect the steering wheel. 

l Taken together, these features make for easy 
travelling, even on twisting roads. 

j Reliable road holding and maximum 
side-wind stability 

Wide track, long wheelbase, low centre of gravity 
and an axle load distribution of 1 :1 (weight dis­
tribution front: rear) are ideally combined in the 
350 SL with streamlined bodywork and rugged 
chassis with independent suspension. 

This perfect technical layout is matched with 
maximum comfort. 
A 500 or 1,000 km journey is still a pleasure in a 
350 SL. 

11111 ~p/i/ Sl'I Olllf //Jr• 

eli·r lro11i1· contrvl 11111/ 

dctt.:rtTLillC~ the• ("()/Tl'( t 
a111<1u11t of fuel, 
accurdi11g lo the \fJeecl 
and opcraliTLg co11ditio11 
of the <'llgine. 

If the 111oto1u U) i\ rlear 
then a cb ivcr 111a) by 
all 11l<•c111s drii cal 
200 lnnlh. 
l'ro1•ul1·rl that 11i> car is 
bu ill for such !S/ll'l'th. 

l'loor shi/i tl'ith lo~iu1/ly 
arra11g1•d gearshift 
pallcrn. 
I vr reasn11s of safely the 
gear lel'cr knob 11 as 
prnt ided u 1th foarn 
paddin.g. 
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fter extensive tests in the wind 
tunnel one particular problem was eliminated: 
that of the windscreen wipers "lifting" during 
driving. 
The specially designed front pillars ensure that 
rain water is diverted over the roof. 
The side windows remain clear; a good, 
all-round view is retained. 
All switches, levers and buttons are logically and 
physiologically so designed that they cannot 
be confused in the dark. 

17 



Boadster hood and 
coupl~ roof optiC1nalJ 
fit ei:actl) into the st el 
f ra111e of the front 
u ind<;cr n and are 
absolute/) tit;lrl. 7 Ir' 
side Ll'indou.s also fit 
c:ractl) intQ th roof. 

Brake lest stand. 
The bralie discs are 
bra/; ed f ronz a speed 
of 2JO k1nll1. 
()nee full. d1)11 n to 0. 
;Vine tirnes lo 190 l.nz! h. 
The 111aterial 11111\l p101 <' 
it can u ithstand 50 of 
these sc1·crc /l'sls 
u·ithout any ruli•crse 
ef] cc ts. 

E1•ery enp,in<' blork is 
pain/('d insid£• before 
a.sse111blY. 
This e11;1l/'es better 
cohesion of the rasting 
1nolecztlcs. 
!\ o particles can c orne 
a1oay and block 
oil dutcs. 
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A reliable car is one which functions perfectly and 
operates without trouble over a long period of time. 
This makes it necessary to subject a vehicle to 
extensive tests before it comes on to the market. 

The basic design of the Mercedes-Benz 350 SL is 
derived from its predecessors, the 230 SL, 250 SL 
and 280 SL. 

Approx. 50,000 SL types were built up to the be­
ginning of 1971. 

Such a tremendous success is all the more unusual 
when one considers the small and extremely 
limited market for these exclusive models. 

The most important units {engine, transmission, 
axles) already had hundreds and thousands of 
gruelling ki lometres behind them when the 350 SL 
was introduced. 10,000 V-8 engines have already 
proved their worth in practice. They were installed 
in some of the more exclusive models such as 
the 300 SEL 3.5, for example. 

The Mercedes-Benz 350 SL is reliable. 

Body finish 
The 350 SL was designed by a special process. 
Mercedes-Benz developed a new method of cal­
culation for the bodywork: ESEM, the elasto-static­
element method, enabling work to be done faster 
and more precisely than was previously the case. 

The bodywork of the 350 SL was designed with the 
help of this computer process. 

The result: bodywork which is torsion-resistant. 
Unpleasant noises {squeaking and rattling etc.) -
common in many two-seater sports cars today -
are non-existent. 

The roadster hood fits exactly into the steel frame 
of the front windscreen and is absolutely tight. The 
frameless side windows can be wound right down 
and also fit exactly into the roof. The hood is 
easily opened or closed by one person and the 
coupe roof (optional) can be fitted and removed 
just as easily. Even at high speeds the interior of 
the closed car is free from draughts and noise. 

Doors made to fit exactly 
The deep thud when closing the doors is not an 
acoustic gimmick, but a sign that the doors fit 
exactly. 

Mercedes-Benz employs experts whose only job is 
to check the measurements of the doors. 

All electrical units 
{headlights, starter motor. dashboard lighting etc.) 
are separately earthed, which is more expensive 
but also more reliable. 

All parts supplied by outside 
contractors 

are subiected to a further strict test before being 
installed, although they have already been in­
spected by the manufactu rers. For example, a high 
percentage of every delivery of rubber sleeves for 
the ioints of the rear axle must undergo a 100 hour 
test in an oil bath - a test so severe that it 
corresponds to many years on the road. The batch 
is only released for production when it has success­
fully withstood this ordeal. 

Every single rear axle 
undergoes four different tests to see that it is 
tight after it has been assefl'.bled. 

Every engine, transmission and axle 
is subjected to extensive test runs under varying 
conditions. Only after they have withstood these 
trials without any adverse effects are they worthy 
of being installed in a Mercedes-Benz. 

7 he bod) u orli ts ll'cldcd 
lOJ<'llzer in a< 0111pl<'Lel) 
auto111at1c p1ou ss u ith 
I lzou and of u i ld111g 
po111/ ~lodt nL u 1 lrl111g 
1naclu11e~ c llll) 0111 t!t(' 
1ob 11101(! ez en!) and 
lu 11< t 111orc saftl) /hall 
the nu,sl sli11Lccl 
spe(iali~ts. 
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T 
ide track, long wheelbase, low centre 

of gravity and an axle load distribution of 1 :1 
(when the vehicle is occupied) are ideally 
combined with the streamlined bodywork of the 
J f 0 SL and the well-tuned chassis with 
individual wheel suspension. The Mercedes-Benz 
diagonal swing axle is far better than any 
other rigid axle. 

21 
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Lasting value is a feature of the Mercedes-Benz 
350 SL with its technical perfection, high-class 
quality of material and workmanship, and un­
mistakable styling. 

Vehicle shape 
Fashion wil l always attract certain purchasers. 
Mercedes-Benz, however, cannot afford to follow 
this trend. Genuine technical improvement is the 
only reason for new Mercedes-Benz models. 

Mercedes-Benz automobiles do not therefore have 
bodies which are attractive today and out of date 
tomorrow. Modern but not mod ish. 
The only shape which lasts for years is the "right" 
one. 
It has a long li fe - as long as a Mercedes-Benz. 

The styling of the 350 SL is not an end in itself 
but functional. For example, the fluting on the 
sides. This may "stretch" the body optically, but its 
prime purpose is to help drain off dirt and water in 
bad weather. The same applies to the thick rubber 
strips along the sides. These protect the paintwork 
if other drivers open their doors too wide. 
Or the chrome strips on the coupe roof (optional). 
These serve to take a luggage rack or ski holders. 

Mercedes-Benz model continuity 
results in high resale prices, maximum precision 
and reliability of manufacture. 
Obviously, anyone who introduces a new range 
only once every 6 years has to cope with ' teething 
troubles" only once every 6 years. 
But lasting value means that the quality of material 
and workmanship must be equally high. 

Hollow parts which become 
inaccessible later 

are coated with zinc paint before assembling to 
prevent interior corrosion. 

The body shell 
is washed and coated with phosphates after 
assembly. 
This provides the first protective coat of compact­
grained zinc phosphates. After the application of 
phosphates comes the passivation which, in con­
junction with the paint covering, helps to prevent 
corrosion. 

The first primer 
is applied by dipping in a bath. Sharp edges 
(e.g. the inside edge of the wheel arches at the 
front and rear), which are particularly liable to 
damage, are coated with liquid plastic by hand to 
make sure that corrosive influences have no 
chance here either. 

The front and sides 
are given a flexible plastic coating to protect them 
against damage caused by stones. 

The second primer 
is applied automatically according to the very 
latest methods. 
This guarantees a good, even coating for all parts 
of the bodywork. 

Vehicle underfloor, wheel arches 
entry and the lower part of the front 

are given special protection since they are con­
tinually subjected to stones flying up from the road. 
After the second primer has been applied, these 

parts are provided with a thick PVC (polyvinyl­
chloride) coating. After annealing this becomes a 
protective coat which remains flexible even under 
continuous stress. Damage from stones is there­
fore out of the question. 

The basic coating 
is applied to the whole of the body. Above all , it 
provides a basis for the top coat and improves the 
quality of the finished surface. 

The final top coat 
not only makes the car good to look at, but also 
provides excellent protection against the harsh 
properties in the air. The top coat is smooth and 
hard: it offers effective resistance to the varying 
climatic influences and makes the vehicle easy to 
care for. 

Every coat of paint 
is annealed at temperatures between 130 and 
165 ° C and thus becomes an insoluble, hardened 
plastic coating. 

All hollow parts 
are treated with another special wax which "creeps" 
and stays put even on vertical surfaces. This wax 
was developed by specialized firms in conjunction 
with Mercedes-Benz. Corrosive influences result ing 
from water of condensation are therefore reduced 
to a minimum. 

All parts which are installed later 
(axles, drive shaft, track rods, fuel and brake lines) 
are, together with the engine compartment and the 
whole underside of the vehicle, provided with a 
thick protective wax coating. 

Test facilities 
In order to test the effects of extreme environ­
mental conditions on the bodywork, for. example, 
weathering tests are carried out on an island in 
the North Sea as well as at a station in California. 

The axle housings and engine block 
are coated inside with a special heat and oil­
resistant paint developed by the Mercedes-Benz 
research laboratory. 

Uncompromising inspectors 
15 °/o of all personnel engaged in car production 
carry out control work. They have to weed out 
everything which does not come up to the standard 
required. They really do this. 

All of these measures 
help to make Mercedes-Benz passenger cars the 
long-lived, lasting vehicles they are. 

Service for exclusive vehicles 
There are very few models on the international 
automobile market which can be described as 
competitors of the 350 SL. 
These cars - manufactured almost entirely abroad 
in extremely small numbers - are faced with the 
problem of maintenance and spare parts. 

Here too the Mercedes-Benz 350 SL occupies a top 
position. 
Mercedes-Benz has over 3,340 service stations in 
163 countries with experienced specialists who 
have frequent refresher courses given by experts 
from the factory. 
A reassuring feeling, especially for holiday trips. 

i11<'rcedes-13enz has 
} 340 sen,ice slalio11s 
in 16} co1111 lries. 
In each one of thern the 
J 5 0 SL is in good hands. 

Vehicle underfloor and 
wheel arches have a 
standard fle:r.:ible plastic 
coating Lo guard 
against dcunage f rmn 
stones. 

All of these rneasures 
help to rnake 
1VI e1·cedes-Benz 
passenger cars the 
long-lived, lasting 
vehicles they are: 

1. Conservation. of 
hollow parts be/ ore 
the bodywork is 
asse1nbled 

2. Application of 
phosphates and 
passivation 

3. First pri111er 
4. Protection against 

stones 
5 . Second prilner 
6. PVC protective 

coating 
7. Basic coating 
8. Top coat 
9. Conseruation of 

hollow parts by 
nieans of special wa.r 
zvhich "creeps" 

10. Protective zva:r 
coating against 
corrosion for all 
parts installed later. 
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Engine 
V-8 engine with 213.6 cu.in. (3499 cc) total displace­
ment; 
electronically controlled petrol injection; 
transistorized ignition system; 
200 net b.h.p. DIN (147 kW); 
max. speed approx. 130 mph. (210 km/h). 

Axles 
Front axle: 
axle support with double wishbones and anti-dive 
control; 
rear axle: 
Mercedes-Benz diagonal swing axle. 

Transmission 
Fully synchronized 4-speed transmission with floor 
shift; 
self-adjusting diaphragm spring clutch. 

Suspension 
On front and rear axle two coil springs, one anti­
roll bar, two double-action hydraulic telescopic 
shock absorbers each. Road vibrations are not 
transferred from running gear to engine thanks to 
two hydraulic telescopic shock absorbers. 

Brakes 
Dual-circuit power braking system; 
disc brakes all round; 
ventilated brake discs at the front; 
rims with turbo blades for additional cooling. 
Parking brake with extra brake shoes and brake 
drums; indicator lamp for the functioning of both 
brake circuits. 

Steering 
Precise, light, self-adjusting Mercedes-Benz power 
steering; 
large padded steering wheel boss; 
impact absorber under the padded boss; 
steering colum "telescopes" on impact; 
steering box located wel l behind front axle. 

Bodywork 
Frame floor unit firmly welded to the body; 
optimum vision on all sides; doors easy to close; 
standard roadster hood; detachable coupe roof 
optional; two children's seats at the rear also 
optional. 

Seats 
Seating anatomically contoured, firmly anchored, 
shaped to give hip support; seat springing, 
vehicle suspension and sitting position carefully 
coordinated ; seats adjustable forwards and back­
wards; height of driver's seat adjustable; infinitely 
adjustable backrest; reclining seat fittings; 
backrest locking device. 

Heating and ventilation 
Continuous warm or cold air flow, dust and draught­
free, with additional blower for windscreen, side 
windows, front and rear footwells. 
Air volume and air distribution for warm and cold 
air infinitely variable up and down. 
Heating controlled separately for right and left 
sides. 
Infinitely adjustable, wide-range spherical vents 
for warm and cold air on the right and left of the 
dashboard. 
Fresh air openings in the middle of the dashboard, 
infinitely adjustable to right and left 
Air ducts for warm or cold air in both doors. 

Windscreen 
Foot-operated windscreen washer unit; two-speed 
windscreen wipers operated by the combination 
switch on the steering column; combination switch 
also includes intermittent control for the wipers. 

Lighting system 
Parking light, 
asymmetric Halogen low-beam (dimmer), 
Halogen high-beam headlights, 
Halogen foglamps, 
side lights, 
reversing lights, 
standard rear foglamps, 
integrated in the rear light unit, 
with extra switch and control lamp on the main 
light switch. 
Infinitely variable instrument lighting; 
floor level light with door contact and hand switch; 
map read ing light; 
lighting for boot, heater control knob and glove 
compartment; 
the light for the glove compartment is a removable 
torch, the battery of which is charged via the 
electric wiring system. 

Instruments 
Instrument panel padded, yielding on impact, per­
mitting subsequent installation of a stereo unit and 
air-condit ioning. 
Speedometer, rev counter, oil pressure gauge, 
fuel gauge, water temperature gauge; 
indicator lamp for the functioning of both brake 
circuits, battery, indicators, high-beam and fuel 
reserve; electric clock; total mileage counter; 
daily mileage counter. 

Signalling system 
Headlight flasher; 
self-cancelling indicators, operated by the com­
bination switch on the steering column. 
Two high-frequency horns; brake lights; 
indicator warning light. 

Locks 
Safety locks on doors; 
lockable glove compartment; 
luggage compartment lock; 
steering wheel lock, 
combined with ignition lock, starter and starter 
non-repeat unit. 
Master key for doors, ignition lock, glove compart­
ment and boot. 
Second key only for doors and ignition lock 
(one key system). 

Miscellaneous 
Outside mirror adjustable from inside the car; 
oddments tray between the seats; 
pockets on doors; 
glove compartment; 
rear view mirror, adjustable to anti-glare position; 
padded sun visors, 
with make-up mirror on passenger side; 
padded armrests on doors; cigar lighter; 
ashtray at the front in the centre console; 
anchor points for safety belts; 
front floor, rear floor and tunnel covered with 
carpet; 
towing lug front and rear; 
warning triangle. 

The contents are not binding and the right is 
reserved for modifications. 

This catalogue describes the 
basic equipment laid down for 
the Federal Republic of 
Germany. In various other 
countries the basic equipment 
can vary, due partly to different 
legal requirements. 
We therefore request our 
customers to obtain infor­
mation from their 
Mercedes-Benz distributors 
as to the equipment actually 
available. 
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The radio is fitted in the 
centre console and is 
easily operated by both 
driver and co-driz•er. 

An excerpt f roni a 
well-lu!own 1noloring 
111aga::1ne: 
"J\l ercedes-Ben::; 111akes 
reall.r ingenious 
headrests, neither too 
hard nor loo soft, 
which can be e.ractly 
suited to the lzeiglll.and 
position of the seat." 

Selection: 
appi·o:r. JO diff erenl 
paint colours, a thirrl of 
11•hicl1havea111etallic 
finish (al e:rtra cost). 
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Mercedes-Benz passenger cars are very well 
equipped and offer maximum comfort. 

If you want to personalize your Mercedes-Benz in 
order to give it an individual atmosphere, many 
extras are available. 

Telephone 
With a car telephone you can be more independent. 
Important decisions can be made on the way and 
passed on to others. This is just one of the many 
advantages. 
Further details about car telephone systems are 
available frorp every Mercedes-Benz branch or 
agency. 

Mercedes-Benz automatic transmission 
You can drive at speeds dictated by traffic flow, 
without having to change gear or operate the 
clutch. When accelerating you only need to " kick 
down" the accelerator into what is called the 
forced throttle position to obtain the necessary 
speed. The automatic transmission then changes 
into the appropriate gear and, after overtaking, 
automatically changes back. Gear changing takes 
place without interruption of the power flow. This 
is one of the great advantages of a Mercedes-Benz 
automatic transmission. 

Safety belts 
No other special equipment had such a difficult 
time fighting prejudice. Today the efficiency of 
safety belts is undisputed. 

From the experience gained in systematic scientific 
investigations on safety, Mercedes-Benz fit a 
three-point safety belt which holds both the upper 
and lower parts of the body firmly in the seat in an 
accident. When not in use the safety belts in the 
350 SL roll up automatically into the side wall. 
When the driver puts on the belt he takes hold of 
the clasp with one hand and pulls the belt from 
the reel. The lock is firmly anchored to the seat 
frame and the belt is fastened by engaging the 
clasp in the lock (single hand operation). 

Air-conditioning 
The Mercedes-Benz air-conditioning system looks 
after your physical comfort. You can decide on the 
exact temperature of the car interior. This is 
particularly important when you are driving in 
bumper-to-bumper traffic on motorways or in the 
sweltering heat of towns. Open windows bring no 
relief. On the contrary, you are then plagued by 
dust and noise from the road. The only effective 
help is provided by air-conditioning. The system is 
put into operation by the button on the right. The 
left-hand button enables you to regulate the desired 
temperature. That is all. Adjustable louvres make it 
possible to control the direction of the stream of 
cooled air. The air-conditioning system works on 
the proven refrigerator principle. 

Radios 
A car radio is not only useful for the comfort it 
gives. Programmes bring regular reports about 
road conditions, traffic hold-ups, diversions etc. 
Thus by finding out beforehand, you can avoid 
annoying delays. 
At the works, Europa, Mexico and Grand Prix 
models can be installed, and for foreign markets 
Brescia or Monte Carlo are available. 
Any other makes can be installed later at 
Mercedes-Benz branches or agencies. 

The standard version of the 350 SL is so constructed 
that even when a stereo unit is fitted at a later date 
optimum sound is obtained. 

Safety headrests 
Mercedes-Benz headrests can be adjusted in height 
or backwards and forwards. They provide a wide or 
narrow contact surface. Apart from increased com­
fort (muscle-relaxing head support) they are also a 
safety precaution for driver and passengers, since 
they protect the neck from injury in coll isions. 

Here are a few more examples 
I imited slip differential; 
two children's seats at the rear; 
coupe roof; 
heatable rear window for the coupe roof; 
master locking system; 
loather upholstery, 
':pecial paintwork in one or two colours, 
mechanical or automatic aerial, 
'.let of suitcases, 
whitewall tyres 
and much more. 

I urther details are contained in our catalogues 
"Mercedes-Benz Special Equipment'', 
"Selection instead of Changing" 
nnd " Power Steering and Air-Conditioning". 

For rears now, the SL 
rnodPl.s have had a 
higher proportion of 
autoniatic transniissions 
than any other 
'J\1 ercedes-Benz 
pc1ssenger cars. 
In 1970, for exanzple, 
72 °/o of the 3 50 SL's 
predecessor zuere 
supplied zuitlz 
;}J ercedes-Benz 
auto111atic tra11s11iission. 
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(Relaxation reduces stress ) 
~ .. 7 -1 J \- t;:: c "J T W, mi -C'i1Jf~ G IC:< \, \ c \, \-) -!J: iJ\~ I) a': 9 o il9:~·1·# 

jjf lcf: ~-@ IZJ e:·;: 0) r.,,~.Jm ~ f!J'U!c GT iD I) , 180km/h--C-';; Jv- Y / ~i 9-@ L. 
C 1}1iJfi~T~ I) 3':9iJ\, 130km/ h 0) .At:°- ~" ""( 6 lf#fai ti ;IE :;> tc 1t:--C lcf:, 

~<7~Y~i~~~--Clcf=\,\0n~<~ "J T~*9o 

L. 0) tc ~, }- )viz T .A · I\/ 'Y tel:~ il#J .A t:0- ~· -;c 11 ~ ~~-j-0) § 1~ (::tr 

9, ti "J l<f 0 7E11·t#-11f:>~:§t·li, *'C.,ftl! c 0)(•£ ntcW!iJ~D 1;:: cf)\,\ T \, \ * 
9 o 
C: r-\,\ *90)1d:, 1if'H~~ G'~\,\ ~-7 -1 ;\-O)cl:J.iJ\R~J:IL: <f)\,\T JIG 

~~&~ft?L.C:ffiili*-@~0T9o 

J- Jviz -T .A · ;\ / 'Y 0) ~ .. 7 -1 J \ - Id: z 0) ._O) 7Eff·l1:~~ ~ J: < ~IJ ::> -c 1., \ 

* -9 0 zO)'lg;~-~ld:, 13c0)§89~~nlt9-@tiO)Tld:~<, ~:ftJ:IL:iD\,\ 

T-3*<@cO)~~/.A~m::tJ:-JC:9-@L.c~ft~GT~*9o X, 
ftl!,O) ~ .. 7-1;\- r;::tJG 1 ~~~-@L. C:u-C·~-@O)T9o 

; \- F 1;:: ll &9-@ F 7 -1 ; \ - Id: c. 0) c. e: ~ J: < § 1t i.., ~ rt n rt~ 'J * 
tr /i.; 0 

~-· 7 -1J\-iJ\5 1 ~iliz?C:9-@.A t:0- F IL:l:t G"-c-, OHC V - 8 ~~Ml I 

/Y/ld:ttft~+~IL:~•G*9 o G~Ga¥~0)1d:-~O)-·T ld: 
~ < , ,Q:,~~U~'(L: J \'7 - ~ 51 ~ .'±ltr ~ L. (::IL:~ I) a;:9 0 1iiJ t_; L. (:: fJ\ ~ii 
ffift<T~~T~-@L.C:IL:u~T~a::u,x,m~ffiGf:>9<, ~­
~ f:>Jv- .AO)*,c,,ft!!,iJ\J:\,\~- r;::ti~T ld:* I) *5to ~ /J\-';; ~ ~-l7-1 

~, !F.f1.,\J\'7- .A TY 'J /-?' e: :itrL: 1ID&¥:f.ItJ'1J'c \,\ c. e: r;:: J: J -c- .A 

t:°- F~iliGTtiM•~<•~~IID~9-@L.C:ffi--C~*9 o 

J-Jviz-T.A · ;\/'YIL::*-@C:, 1fllff,l~91JihiX09,L'~~iJ\~i) *trlv 0 

}- )viz T .A . ;\ / 'Y IC: Jjffi c n tc 9 ;\TO)~ fa Id: J: < :1;)· it 0 n T cf) I) ' 

t;b J tc I) C: 't:L 7S (" L. C: t} T ~ * 9 0 

1 . SL~7N~~-~;:i.~-~h-T~ . ­
fMi c. *·L.·.f1!!1<1. :J.Jv t?7 ::i. · ":.,.'y 1; .A~~~~­
;,.Tl) '. 450Sl. i;.-: l;J: 3 i!li t- Jv::i ~ 13 iBIJ ~ -y ~ 

'5J ~ :li:l11.i\ll;Jif,!lj ~ft"(\,\* <j•. ( 1~·~1- •'.J ·{ ~ 
r· '";:l:~il'liif<{(of "( ;j·. FPl•i I :~ 1;: l;J. 7 · v ::i ·J 
iv AM · FM · ·!J t• ,, 1-- 7-::T t.n1 '.7 ~?I f.>'lf~ H l;I 
?rt '°(\,\a:~·. ) 

2 . I!-· :J:T 1' AT}' I)~ -111\ 1' ·- JvO) 'l''L'f;: 
Id:, ::k'IV~-Y 1--·iJllfltl·tlt~.t\., -tO) l' O);A.7i 

7~~~~5.A~v~7~~.•~•u~c 
~~,~~~. x. ~~7~~~~7~~v 

A~?o~~77A~•c~~~~n--c''* 
31 0 

3 . 3 ... '.~,'\. .,.- :r- v ,,-- iJ- ·Jv· -t? - ,;-'/- < "'.111 

1--~g~c•~, •M#Mn ?~qw~, ~ 

L," 61) "( IJ 'Y 7 ~ fl,j: 1'" 

4. 4.5 / V-8.:r: /'://, 511J'~J~llJJj.:AJ;!l,fi,1Jt.tZ!l 

c l.> -C B :$'.t!:lir!Tf;J:, ~1tl~M.'l (CO, HCi-M: 
!t), ~~:l\:ti ;:i.pJ.W;.t;l'}\iii'i ( NOx t.i-llllib~J) {!-!fit 

HitT\,'3: t. 





{Dependability creates satisfact ion.} 
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450SL 
Technical Data 

450SL 
... fl!i M it C-107044 
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~ jij fi V·S 
#7/.Af,D-:7 ( nrn) 9{/85 
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ft 1!f ~ I; (cc) 4,520 
II $!§ tt. 8.0 

• ;A) ... 
w tJ ( DIN l'p/rpm) 190/4,750 

fl * .. JI,.. :7 ( DIN ni<p/rpm) 32.2/3,000 
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Mercedes-Benz 

300 SL, 420 SL, 500 SL 



Power and good lool{_s. 
Intrinsic value and 
distinction. 

P eople who choose an SL are opting for 
the conscious driving experience - for 
direct i nterrc lation with their car and 
the way it behaves - exemplified by the 
ind ividual scats and the excellent posi­
tioning of all the instruments in this spe­
cial two-seater model. The SL series 
from Mercedes-Benz. A u nique concept 
in cars. Perfect for sporty, " open-top­
ped" driving worldwide; uniqu e 

dynamic elega nce, co mbined with 
generous comfort. J ncorporati ng all th e 
standa rds of qua lity inherent to 
Mercedes-Benz. Quality which encom­
passes every aspect; value retention an d 
functional reliability, based on design 
features which have been proven in 
series production. And a lso driving re­
finement in keeping with the times; 
maximum safety, superb economy and 
environmenta l acceptability. 
A timelessly elegant, clas ic shape, a 
further improved range of six and cight­
cylindcr engines whi ch represent the 
slate of the engin eering art today. Com­
ponents wh ich lead the fi eld in terms of 
performance and re finement in every 
way. The use of electronics to achi eve 
more precise operation , optimum utili ­
sation of energy and improved emis­
s ions. And the very best in smoothness 
and durability. 



The >>SL<< formula. 
A great tradition of 
sports car exclusivity. 

The story of the ~lercedes SL series 
bega n about 30 years ago with a car 
wh ich became a legend while it was still 
in production. A car wh ich today marks 
one of the high poin ts in the chronicle 
of high-quality automotive engineering; 
the 300 SL. 
It was initia ll y developed as a coupe -
with the famous upward-opening gull­
wing doors. It then went into regular 
production as a roadster, which gave a 
new vitality to motoring; in fact in th e 
fifti es it changed attitudes towards the 
ca r itself. [twas an exceptional creation 
which also caught in its spell so me of the 

great racing drivers of the time, such as 
Juan Nlanuel Fangio and Stirling i\1oss. 
With the l90 SL and the 230 SL, 
Mercedes-Benz con ti nucd the concept 
of the comfortable convertible. 
This distinctive type of car won its repu­
tation with a group of demanding, indi­
vidua listic drivers in all five continents, 
and symbolised a balanced synthesis of 
sportiness, comfort and high-quality 
engineering. Today, this tradition is 
continued by three full y matured, 
genuinely progressive models. 
The new i\1ercedes SL models are fo r 
drivers who love the exhilaration of 
driving a convertible, who wish to expe­
rience rea l driving - every day - as a 
personal pleasure. People who see their 
car as an expression of an individu alis­
tic way of life, and who still ex pect com­
fort, conveni ence, high-qu ality mate­
rials and first-class workmanship. "SL" 
has become th e formula whi ch stands 
for the appeal of the unusual and exci­
ting, but without the noise, the hard 
work and the stress which so often go 
hand in hand with driving a sports car. 

Mercedes 28/95, 1927 
6-cylinde r engine 
95 hp at 1800/min 
Top speed 110 km/h 

i\1ercedes-Benz 54-0 K, 1936 
8-cylinder engine 
180 hp at 3600/min 
Top speed 170 km/h 

i\1lercedes-Benz 300 SL, 1957 
6-cylind er engine 
215 hp at 5800/min 
Top speed 260 k1n/h 

Mercedes-Benz 230 SL, 1963 
6-cylindcr e ngine 
ISO hp at 5500/min 
Top speed 200 kn1/h 
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The experience. 

In an SL model, driving enjoyment and 
functional engineering come together 
to form an integrated unit. A direct rela­
tionship with fresh air and the country­
side, a completely different way of getting 
fromA to B. The ease with which th e car 
can be driven, the certain knowledge 
that it is a matured design which will 
allow you to react quickly and safely, 

make it just as enjoyable to cruise gently 
at moderate speeds as to go on a fast, 
demanding journey. 
Driving in an open two-seater has 
always been something special and will 
always be. It is a pleasure enjoyed by 
connoisseurs and individualists and has 
nothing at all to do " 'ith fashionable 
trends. 
Butwhatmakes driving an SL so incom­
parable is the consciousness of quality, 
the experience ofitsbalanced combina­
tion of power and safety, comfort and 
reliability. 
Mercedes-Benz coupes. They imply 

exclusivity and therefore something 
rather rare, in combination with the 
reliability of components that have pro­
ved themselves hundreds of thousands 
of times. Exclusivity with the advantage 
of exemplary service in 174 countries. 
Rarity with thecomfortingcertaintyofa 
high re-sale value. P ower which can he 
used very econornically. 



A dynamic shape, 
leaving fashion way 
behind. 

The front - known th roughout th e 
world simply as the "SL radiator" - and 

Smooth surfaces and rounded lines; the 
distinctive, soft-edged shape is not only 
attractive and dynamic, it also makes it 

The front light units incorporate halo­
gen headlamps with asymmetrical dip­
ped beams and large, "wrap-around" 
indicators. A wash/ wipe system for the 

the gently sloping shoulder-Line pro­
file express the potential of the SL 
models. Distinctive, powerful-looking 
lines which indicate the car's low centre 
of gravity, uniqu e contours which are 
recognisable even from a distance and 
wh.ich are unaffected by short-term 
fashion trends. T he new spoiler in the 
lower part of the front section and the 
bui lt-in air-intake grille reduce lift 
forces at front, so even dynamic driving 
is now safer still. 

safer for other road users in the eve nt of 
a collision. 

headlamps is available as an optional 
extra. The pronounced ribbing of the 
rear light clusters prevents th e rapid 
accumulation of dirt. 

Individualistic styling, 
based on 
total functionality. 

Flexible elements in the bumpers. The 
protective side strips help to stop the 
upper parts of the bodywork from get­
ting dirty. 

The robust roof pillars have built-in dirt 
deflectors which help to keep the side 
windows clean. The aerodynamically 
shaped exterior mirror can be adjusted 

The sporty appearance of the SL 
models with their clean-cut contours 
and low centre of gravity expresses not 
only dynamism but also the quality of 
the styling. Th is means that the greatest 
emphasis has been given to functional 
considerations and the needs of the 
demanding driver. 

from inside. The aerodynam ically effi­
cient angle of the windscreen reduces 
reflections which could affect the driv-

' . . er s v1s1on. 



• • 

• 

• • 

"' I • 
• 

.. 

• 



In the new engines., 
matured Mercedes 
electronics. 
In the 300 SL, 420 SL and 500 SL, the 
six and eight-cylinder engines set new 
standards in terms of output and con­
sumption. Dynamic and responsive 
power at a low energy-cost. Fuel eco­
nomy predctermint}d by the engine 
design - and by characteristics which 
permit full acceleration in the lower 
engine speed ranges. Plus opti mum uti­
lisation of fuel, and very low noise and 
pollutant emissions due to the use, 
where advantageous, of matured 
\f ercedes clcc·tronics. 
Both the clc·ctronic· ignition and the 
mechani<'a l/ clec·tronic fuel injeetion 
system are controlled b) microproces­
sors. In the ignition. th<' timing is con­
stantly adapted to the operating condi-

tions at any one time. T he microproces­
sor-controlled electronic· element of the 
injection system ensures precise meter­
ing of fuel under all conditions. 
The factor which ensures maximum 
power, economy and functional reliabil­
ity is the application of Mercedes 
design principles, which combine genu­
ine progress with the advantage of great 
reliability: 

.... The cross-flow cylinder head, which 
is made from extremely hard, light 
alloy, for efficient charging of the com­
bustion chambers. 
.... Hydraulic valve clearance compen­
sation. 
..,. Constant idling speed. 
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Environmentally 
acce table technology 
to ercedes 

· standards of quality. 
..,. All the SL models are fitted as stand­
ard with a multi-funetiona] electronic 
control unit fo r a catalytic converter 
and 02 sensor. 
..,. This version (except for the 500 SL) 
is pre-prepared so that the catalytic 
converter and 02 sensor can be subse­
quently installed without any difficulty. 
Even in th is version, the pollutant-levels 
arc well below existing and fo recast 
prescribed levels. T his means that ini­
tially- until lead-free premium petrol is 
generally available - you can continue 
to use leaded fuel. 
.,.. After the catalytic converter and 0 2 
sensor have been installed, the multi­
functional control unjt gives you the 
advantage of being able to change over 

from lead-free premium petrol to lead­
free regular petrol simp!y.!!y turning..! 
pl!!g, without damaging your engine in 
any way. 
.... Of course, you can a lso order the 
300 SL and 420 SL with the catalytic 
converter and 02 sensor alrt>ady in-

stalled. The 300 St is fitted as standard 
with a five-speed manual gearbox. T he 
420 SL and 500 SL are fitted as stand­
ard with four-speed torque-converter 
automatic transmission with two shift 
programmes, giving you the choice of 
a particularly economical or a more 
exuberant driving style. 
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The suspension. 
Superior handling and 
ride com£ ort. 

The dynamic performance of the new 
engines is matched by the suspension 
which can cope with and absorb a ll of 

the movements c reated by the engine 
and the road surface. 
The SL's suspension is a superbly 
matched and fully-coordinated system 
which provides maximum active safety. 
Diagonal trailing arms at the rea r -with 
anti-dive and anti-squat features on th e 
e ight-cylinder models. In the inte rests 
of superior noise characteristics, the 
rear axle carrie r is on fl exible mount­
ings. All suspension components a re 
connected to the frame-floor unit by 
damping, insulating mountings. 
The modified front suspension , with 
reduced stee ring offset, provides opti­
mum straight-line stability. This signi-

" 

fiC'antl y imp roves stccringaccu racy and 
S<' 11·-<·r n tc ri ng. 
A turning ('i rck of onl y just over JO 
m('trr . Th<• s ign of a highly manreu­
vrabk ('U r. Vlr rccdes power·-as istcd 
tee ring i light to use, yet ensures maxi­
mum steering prcci ·ion whil e re taining 
full feel o f the road. All SL models are 
fittc•d as standard '' ith leather-covered 
st<·<· ring " hrrl a nd gear lever . 
/\ II modrl arr likewise fitted with a 
dual-(' ir('uit se rvo-a sisted braking ys-
tr m - with l'ix<'d-calipc r disc brakes on 
all four whcrls and a vacuum-type 
brake booste r. 
V('ry large lira kc di scs at the front, inter-

nally ventilated. \Vh(' n the brake pads 
arc clue fo r replacrm<•nt, this i indiC'at­
ed in good tim e by a monitor lamp 
which c·o m<·s on during braking. 
The two c ight-c·yl ind<• r mocl C'ls have the 
~ le rec·drs anti- loc k brake ·y te rn as 
tandard. Thc<~OO ' I. may a lso be fitted 

"ith J\ B as an optio na I extra. 
All th r L mo<l<' ls have ne \\ ly-dc igned 
light-alloy wh<'<'IS. The) enhance the 
spo rty app<'aranc<' of the car, reduce 
weight and improve· the· aerodynamics. 



The relaxed way 
to drive a sports car. 

In lhc Mercedes-Benz SL rnodels, spor­
lincss is not reflected by a hard suspen­
sion, nor by excessive engine noise. 
A fle r a very short time, you will feel 
completely at home. And after many 
hours you will still be completely alert 
Knowledge gai ned from th e study of 
ergonomic has been applied through­
out the design of the driving position. 
Following the Vlercedes principle that 
th<' le effort and attention the car 
requires, the more are available for 
driving. ln the SL, disturbing in­
fluences have been removed to the 
greatest possible extent. 

Concentration without 
stress, with the 
comprehensive driver 
information system. 

Fast drivi ng creates the need for precise 
information. But only really important 
information - that which is actually 
necessary. Fi rst and fo remost, good all­
round visibi lily, because of the integrat­
ed design of lhc windows and the body­
shell . A feature not fou nd as a matter of 
course in every sports ca r. Equally im-

portant is th e ergonomic design of the 
layout of the controls and instruments. 
A steering wheel that offers a good grip; 
all switch es and buttons in the right 
position and at the right distance. All 
displays and gauges are clear, unambi­
guous and totally within the driver's 
field of vision. 
Headlamps which can be adjusted from 
inside the car, to suit th e load the car is 
carrying. Brake pad wear indicator. 
Warning buzzer which sounds if the 
exterior Jjghts are left on. And, new on 
the Mercedes driver-informalion 
scene, an illuminated rotary ligh t 
switch and illuminated indicalors 
monitori_ng the levels of th e engine o.il , 
coolant and screen-wash fl uid. 
Anoth er monitor :lights up if any of the 
exterior light bulbs is defective. 
In addition, a thermometer which mea­
sures the outside temperature for even 
greater safety in winter conditions. 



Automati c transmission saves you th e trouble of declutching 
and changing gea r, and offers you a cho ice of two shift pro­
gram me , Standard and Econom y. 

Automatic c limate control. For electroni c regulation of th e 
temperature inside the ca r. 

The le rcedes trip computer. The electronic a id to perfect 
jou rney planning. 

The rotary light switch is illuminated . 

The combination switch , which ope rates the low-beam 
headligh ts, the headlight flasher, the indicators, th e wind­
screen wipers and th e screen wash sysLC'm. 

The anti-lock brake system (A BS). Even with the brakes full 
on, the car can still be steered. 



Sports-car atmosphere. 
Exclusive styling. 
Superb space and 
comfort. 

Relaxed, enjoyable driving begins with 
the right posture. 
The SL seats are body-contoured, giv­
ing firm lateral support without being 
restrictive. Top-quality materials -
from the steel-sprung core and the air­
permeable padding to the high-quality 
MB-Tex, fabric or leather covers. 
.... The seats can be progressively 
adjusted for reach . The backrest angle 
can also be progressively adjusted. The 
driver's seat and front passenger seat 
can also be adjusted for height. 
.... Large, adjustable head restraints. 
T hree-point inertia-reel seat belts with 
electronically controlled belt tension-

ers. Maximum comfortand safetydue to 
the h igh position of the upper seat belt 
guide. 
The interior trim, cultured refinement. 
The f ootwells, the floor and the boot are 
fully carpeted. High-quality materials 
and a tasteful selection of colour schemes 
help to create an atmosphere of security 
which is one of the secrets of the success of 
these performance cars. The quiet inte­
rior. Amazing for a sports cars - even 

1 under hard acceleration and when driv-

1 ing fast. Due in part to the low noise levels 
of the new engines. The heating and ven­
tiJation are superb - important to keep 
the driver and passenger alert. The elec-

tronic heating control automatically 
keeps the pre-selected interior tempe­
rature constant, irrespective of external 
temperature. The ventilation system 
ensures a draught-free, even and plenti­
ful supply of warm or fresh air. A "recir­
culated-air" switch allows the air to be 
warmed more quickly in winter and, 
' vhen necessary, minimises penetration 
of air from outside without having to 
turn off the heating/ventilation system. 
The optionally available air condition­
ing is functionally integrated into the 
heating system. This means that cool­
ing, as well as heating, can be controlled 
automatically. 



The exclusive pleasure of driving an S L 
is not aff ectcd by either sudden changes 
in weather or by long periods of bad 
weather uch as in winter. 
'\ hen thC' weather is good you ca n drive 
with the tar open to the air and th e sun. 
And you do not need to worry - even if 
there is a sudden thunderstorm. The 
robust, high-quality soft top can be 
pu llcd from its recess between the rca r 

' 

seat and the boot and fastened easily, in 
a matter o r minute . 
Here too, \IC' rcc·des perfection r(' ign . 
When it i foldC'd down, the soft top i 
located in a p('(·ial recess, covered by a 
rnctal pa ncl. Thi rnca ns that nothing 
mars the classic appearance and th e 
clean-cut lines of lhc car. 
When, on the ol her hand , you need to 
be fully protected so that the SL can he 

used as an all-year-round ca r, there is a 
trong hard top with its h catC'd, lamina­

ted-glass rea r screen. This roof ca n be 
Ii ftC'd o n and fastened" ithout any prob­
lems to give you a totally winter-proof 

, 
<"OU P<'. 
An important aspect of the comfort and 
convenience of the SL mode ls is that 
th ere is plenty of room for luggage. The 
boot h<is a capacity of 260 litres - mak-

ing it one o f th e large t boot vo lumes in a 
convertible. Out on long journeys even 
more luggage can be carried ea il y. 
Behind the fro nt scats there i addi­
tional, ca ily acec ·ibk stowage space. 
Alternatively, however, as an optional 
extra, you ca n have two additional rear 
seats. 



The safety of a 
Mercedes sports car. 

1ea rly 60 years of ckvelopmenl lie be­
tween the installation o f th<' first specia l 
safe ty features by DaimlC'r- B<'nza nd the 
matured sal'cty system C'mploycd on 
.\lcrcedes-l3e n:1. C'a r today. 

In the SLs, too, the measures geared to 
providing protective, passive safety 
combine with active sa fety fealures to 
give an optimum all- round system. 
Active safe ty. T his includes excellent 
acceleration, good straight-li ne stabil­
ity and corn er ing, " forgiving" beh a­
viour when sudden evasive action is 
necessary, and a re liable braking sys­
tem. The eight-cyli nder SL models are 
now also fitted as standard with ABS, 
the anti-lock brake system; in th e 
300 SL this is an optional extra. 
Exampl es of passive safety. As in all 

.\k rn•des «a rs, the front se('tion is 
dcisigned a · an energy-ah ·orbing 
crumplr zonr. The pc•ciall) stn•ng­
thcnC'd A-pilla rs arc linked h) a tough 
bar aeross the top of th<' windsC'n' c·n. 
The petrol ta nk is in a protcctc·d posi­
tion , a bove the rea r axl e assc• mbl y. 
This is all compl emented by an inh•rior 
wh ic li is designed th rough out for 
safety. For instance, th e windsc-rc•c•n 
franH' i thickly paddC'd. Th r <'n ti r<' 
da is li hoard i designed lo give way in the 
eve· nl of an impact. All knobs, levers and 

switch<· ar<' rC'cessed , deformabk or -
as in th<' rC'st of the interior - padded. 
T he front scats of the SL mod els ar<' fit­
ted as standa rd with e lecl ron i<" he ll l<' n­
sioncrs. A protective systc111 wh ich is 
only available in a Merccdt·s. Hi ·k o f 
injury to th e dri ver is co nsiderably 
rC'dueC'd by the highly deformab le 
t<'C' ring wheel rim and th e impaC't 

ab orbcr bC'nC'ath the padded bo s in 
the centre of the steering whc<' I. 
The L models can be fitted with th<' 
e lectronically controlled Merced<'s ui r­
bag as nn optional extra. 

Mercedes exclusivity is 
intrinsically valuable. 
And economical. 

In a Mercedes-Benz SL, th e owner 
enjoys a unique, comprehen ivc blend 
of econom ical features, including re lia­
bility, low fuel consu1nption and an 
exceptio nally high re-sa le va lue. 
T h is means that Mercedes- Benz SL 
mod els not onl y have prestige va lu e, but. 
a lso practical valuc. ltmean maximum 
fun ctional re liability. Exclusivity based 
on components which have proved 
them elves many thousand of times 
over. J\ minimum likelihood of break­
down - due in part lo the care taken in 
manufacture an d finishing and in t.hc 
selection of top-quality materia ls. 
J\ lubri cation service on ly once every 
10,000 km . A full service eve ry 20,000 
km. And the Mercedes-Ben z service 
network consists of over 5,000 service 
poi nls in more than 170 d iffcrcnl coun­
tries. This is a tremendous advantage 
for o ne of the more exclu ive - and 
more rare - cars on the road. Every­
where, th e comprehensive package of 
J\1crccdcs-Bcnz customer services is 
avai lable; the care and expert knowl­
edge of th e engineers, the ready availa­
bility of parts and the superbly orga­
nised emergency service. 

This means that th<' individuality and 
sporting character of the J\ le rcedes SL 
1nodels is supported by so mething uni­
que and rea u ring- th e quality of~l cr­
ccdes service. 
The individuali tic character of these 

cars is emphasised by th e practical and 
exclusive optional extras available, in 
keeping with th eir style and to the usual 
Mercedes high standards of quality. 
Ranging from seat heating, air condi­
tioning or automati c climate control to 
electrically operated wi ndows (stand­
ard on the 500 SL) and th e headlainp 
wash /wipe system. 
The range of paint colours comprises 
seven ,,standard, seven special and 
twelve metallic finish es. The interior 
colour schemes harmonise with the 
exterior, with a ch oice of eight uphol­
stery and trim colours, in fa bric or 
leather. 
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Technical data 
300SL 420SL 

o. of cylinders 

Bore/stroke 

Total displacement 

Rated engine powerll 

Rated torque 

Compression ratio 

Engine oil capacity 
max/min 

Capacity of 
cooling system 

Alternator 

Battery 

Max. speed 

Tyres 

Fuel 

Fuel consumption2l 
on the urban cycle 

al 90 km/ h 

at 120 km/ h 

Tank capacity 
incl. reserve 

Turning 
circle diameter 

Kerb weightJ> 

6 

88.5/ 80.25 mm 

2962 cmJ 

138 kW at 5700/min 
(132 kW al 5700/ min) 

260 m al 4400/ min 
(255 m at 4400/min) 

9.2: l 

5.7 /3.7 litres 

appr. 8.0 litres 

14 V70A 

12 V62Ah 

appr. 203 km/ h 
(appr. 200 km/ h) 

205/65 VR 15 

Premium, leaded, 
in accordance 
with DIN 51600, or 
premium, lead-free, 
in accordance 
with DI 5 1607 

14.S litres/ 100 km 
(14.S litres/ 100 km) 
8.1 litres/100 km 
(8.4 litres/100 km) 
10.2 litres/100 km 
(10.6 litres/100 km) 

appr. 85 litres 
appr. 11.S litres 

10.6 m 

1510 kg 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Perm. gross 
vehicle weight 1930 kg 

The figures quoted here for output, torque, max. speed 
and fuel consumption apply to reconverted version 
cars (pre-prepared for subsequent installation of a 
catalytic converter). Figures in brackets refer to cars 
fitted with 2nd-generation catalytic converters. 
Trailer load: Legislation varies in different countries. 
Local dealers will be pleased to give you full informa· 
ti on. 
I) The power output measured in accordance with EEC 

Directive 8011268 is effectively available al the 
clutch. Any other power consumption has already 
been deducted. 

No. of cylinders 

Bore/stroke 

Total displacement 

Rated engine powerll 

Rated torque 

Compression ratio 

Engine oil capacity 
max/min 

Capacity of 
cooling system 

Alternator 

Battery 

Max. speed 

Tyres 

Fuel 

Fuel consumption2) 
on the urban cycle 

at 90 km/ h 

at 120 km/ h 

Tank capacity 
incl. reserve 

Turning 
circle diameter 

Kerb weightJ> 

Perm.gross 
vehicle weight 

8 

92.0/78.90 mm 

4196 cmJ 

160 kW al 5200/min 
(ISO kW al 5200/min) 

330 Nm at 3750/min 
(310 m al 3600/min) 

9.0: 1 

7.5/S.S litres 

appr. 13.0 litres 

14 V70 A 

12V66Ah 

appr. 213 km/ h 
(appr. 205 km/ h) 

205/65 VR 15 

Premium, leaded, 
in accordance 
with 0 I S 1600, or 
premium, lead-free, 
in accordance 
with DI 5 1607 

14.9 litres/100 km 
(IS.4 litres/JOO km) 
9.4 litres/100 km 
(9.9 litres/100 km) 
11.4 litrcs/100 km 
(12.l litres/100 km) 

appr. 85 litres 
appr. 11.5 litres 

10.6 m 

1600 kg 

2020 kg 

2) Fuel consumption in accordance with DIN 70 030 
Part I or EEC Directive 80/1268.The fuel consump­
tion figures quoted here have been ascertained by 
means of a standardised test procedure: 
- a bench-test cycle simulating urban driving 
- bench testing or practical testing on a dry, level 

road with a constant driving speed or equivalent of 
90 km/h and 120 km/ h. 

This gives potential purchasers a basis for comparing 
different models.Driving style, road and traffic condi­
tions, environmental factors and the condition of the 
car will, in normal operation, result in figures which 

SOOSL 
o. of cylinders 8 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Bore/st r o kc 96.5/85 mm 

Total displacement 4973 cmJ 

Rated engine power •> 180 kW at 4750/min 
(164 kW al 4700/min) 

Rated torque 

Compression ratio 

400 Nm at 3750/min 
(365 Nm al 2500/min) 

9.0: l 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

Engine oil capacity 
max/min 7.5/5.5 litres 

Capacity of 
cooling system appr. 13.0 litres 

~~~~~~~~~~-

A It c r n a t or 14 V70 A 

Battery 12 V 66 Ah 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Max. speed appr. 225 km/ h 
(appr. 215 km/ h) 

Tyres 

Fuel 

Fuel consumption21 
on the urban cycle 

at 90 km/ h 

at 120 km/ h 

Tank capacity 
incl. reserve 

Turning 
circle diameter 

Kerb wcightll 

205/65 VR 15 

Premium, leaded, 
in accordance 
with DIN 51600, or 
premium, lead-free, 
in accordance 
with DI 1 5 1607 

15.9 litres/100 km 
(16.5 litres/JOO km) 
9.5 litres/100 km 
(10.2 Litres/100 km) 
11.5 litres/100 km 
(12.2 litres/100 km) 

a ppr. 85 litres 
appr.11.S litres 

10.6 m 

1610 kg 
~~~~~~~~~~-

Pc rm. gross 
vehicle weight 2030 kg 

deviate from those ascertained by this standardised 
procedure. The fuel consumption figures are based on 
premium-grade unleaded petrol in accordance with 
DI 51607. 
3) The figure for kerb weight appHes lo slandard·spcci· 

fication cars. Optional extras will increase the weight. 
The data in this brochure should be regarded as 
approximate. The illustrations include optional extras 
which arc not part of standard specification. We reserve 
the right to make modifications to design and specifica­
tion. Figures were valid at the time of going to press on 
I. 7. 88. 
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Basic equipment 
Mercedes-Benz 300 SL 
Engine 
6-cylinder in-line injection engine with multi­
functional ignition and mixture formation sys­
tem (MF system), (reconverted version), 2962 
cmJ, 138 kW {188 hp) al 5700/min,grey cast iron 
crankcase; light-alloy cross-flow cylinder head; 
s ingle, chain-driven overhead camshaft; 
hydraulic valve clearance compensation ; visco­
drive fan ; single-belt drive of all auxiliaries by 
means of a self- tensioning poly-V-belt. Elec­
tron ic, microprocessor-controlled ignition sys­
tem (EZL}; mechanical/electronic fuel injection 
(CIS-E II I) with microprocessor-controlled 
"fine-tuning" functions such as fuel cut·off on 
the overrun, full -load enrichment, warm-up 
enrichment and acceleration enrichment, e lec­
tronic idle speed governor for a constant idle 
speed, and a microprocessor-controlled elec­
tronic component for processing sensor signals 
for, e.g., the trip computer (optional extra),seU­
monitoring, programme sequence monitoring, 
for checking the plausibility of all sensor s ignals 
and for lambda control for cars with a catalytic 
emission control system (optional extra). Oil 
level monitor; hydraulically damped engine 
mountings; diagnosis socket. 

Transmission 
All-synchromesh 5-specd manual gearbox with 
synchronised reverse gear ; floor- type shift ; 
overdrive-type fifth gear; maximum speed is 
reached in 4th gear. Hydraulic s ingle-plate dry 
clutch with booster spring and automatic clear­
ance compensation. Optional extra: Mercedes· 
Benz torque-converter four-speed automatic 
transmission with programme selector ; selector 
lever on centre console. Also available: Tcmpo­
mat cruise control. 

SusP.ension 
Front and rear pairs of wheels each have two coi l 
springs, one anti-roll bar, two single-tube gas­
ftlled shock absorbers. 

Axles 
Front axle: double wishbones with anti-dive 
control. Rear axle : diagonal swing axle with anti­
lift control. 

Rims and tyres 
Forged light-alloy wheels, rim size 7 J x15 H 2, 
tyre size 205/65 VR 15. 

Brakes 
Dual-circuit power-assisted brakes with 
vacuum-type booster and anti-lock brake sys­
tem; fixed caliper disc brakes front and rear; 
internally ventilated front brake d iscs; selI­
adjusting brake pads front and rear ; foot­
operated parking brake with additional brake 
sh oes and drums; warning lights for monitoring 
ABS, brake fluid and brake pad wear. 

Steering 
Mercedes-Benz power-assisted s teering with 
steering damper. Dish-shaped steering wheel 
with impact absorber. Safe ty steering column, 
with corrugated tubing in lower section;s teering 
gear box located behind front axle assembly. 

Bodywork 
All-steel monococque bodyshell; light-alloy 
bonnet; broad, polycarbonate front ai rdam ; two 
easy-to-close doors with semi-recessed handles; 
roadster (convertible) cover and detachable 
hard-top; lug~age stowage space in rear ; fuel 
tank located above rear axle assembly; encrgy­
absorbing front and rear sections; superb visi­
bility all round; safety-glass windows. 

Windows 
Front and rear screens of the hard-top made of 
laminated safety glass; s ide windows made of 
single-layer safety glass; electric screen wash 
system with two heated twin nozzles on the bon­
net; two windscreen wipers with two speeds and 
intermittent control , operated by means of the 
combination switch on the steering wheel. 
The rear screen of the hard-top is e lectrically 
heated. 

Locks 
Conical-pin door catches with main and safety 
positions on both doors, lockable by key and 
from inside; boot lock; steering wheel lock com­
bined with ignition lock and starter non-repeal 
unit ; glove compartment lock; centra l locking 
system which also operates fuel lank cap lock; 
master key system with four-way key. 
Anti -theft warning device (EDW) is available as 
an optional extra. 

Lights 
Rectangular headlamp units with s idelights, 
asymmetrical dipped beam,main beam,front fog 
lights (halogen); pneumatic headlamp range 
adjustment for laden and unladen car; parking 
lights; tail lights; brake lights; reversing light; 
rear fog light; number plate illumination; fine ly 
adjustable instrument illumination; courtesy 
lights, with delay relay, in windscreen frame; 
fl oor-level interior light; illumination for ash­
tray, glove compartment, heating and ventila­
tion controls, rotary light switch , boot; warning 
buzzer if lights not switched off. 

Seats 
Two individual seats with bucket-seat character; 
seats finely adjustable for reach, backrests fin ely 
adjustable for angle; height adjustment for 
driver's seat and passenger seat; backrest locking 
mechanism; two head restraints, adjustable for 
height; two three-point inertia-reel seal belts 
with belt tensioners; two static lap belts in rear if 
rear scats specified. 

Healing and ventilation 
Continuous, draught-free warm or cool air flow ; 
electronic interior temperature control , able to 
keep pre-selected temperature largely constant 
when in heating mode; air distribution to wind­
screen, s ide windows and front footwclls; heat­
ing separately controllable for left and right 
sides; large fresh-air outlet in the centre of the 
dashboard, finely adjustable to all s ides (conti ­
nuous stale-air extraction through slots below 
the rear screen with the hard-top ; this largely 
prevents misting-up of the rear screen); four­
stage radial blower with main air flap. Ai r condi-

tioning or automatic climate control optionally 
extra. 

Signalling system 
Self-cancelling indicators with finger-tip con­
tact for overtaking, operated by the combination 
switch on the steering wheel; horn; headlight 
flasher ; brake lights; hazard warning lights. 

Instruments and monitors 
Dashboard with specially padded impact areas, 
designed to yield in a way compatible with the 
limits a human body can tolerate. Speedometer; 
mileage recorder ; tri p recorder; oil pressure 
gauge; coolant temperature gauge; fuel gauge; 
quartz clock ; fuel consumption trend indicator ; 
rev counter. Optional extra: exterior tempera­
ture display. Monitor lamps for main beam, indi­
calors (separate for left and right sides), hazard 
warning lights, battery charging, brake fluid 
level, brake pad wear, rear fog light, reserve fuel, 
engine oil level, coolant lcvcl,screen wash level; 
lamp defect monitor for a ll exterior lights; moni­
tor lamps for anti- lock brake system and with 
the corresponding optional extras, for a irbag. 

Miscellaneous 
Loudspeaker covers left and right in dashboard; 
ashtray with cigar lighter; centre console with 
burred walnut veneer ; doors with open door 
pockets and padded grab handles; first-aid kit in 
rear; lockable glove compartment; oddments 
tray between the front seats; two padded sun 
visors, swivellablc to one side, with metal safety 
mirror on passenger s ide; interior rear-view mir­
ror with anti -dazzle position; heated offside 
rear-view mirror with glare-reducing mirror 
glass, adjustable from inside; steering wheel and 
gear lever leather-covered ; fine velour carpet­
ing; warning triangle in boot; s towage compart­
ment in spare tyre recess; lowing lug front and 
rear. 



Basic equipment 
Mercedes-Benz 420 SL 
Engine 
Light-alloy V-8 engine with multi-functional 
ignition and mixture formation system (MF 
system), (reconverted version), 4196 cm3, 
160 kW (218 hp) at 5200/min. Light-alloy crank­
case; light-alloy cross-flow cylinder heads, one 
chain-driven overhead camshaft per row of 
cylinders; hydraulic valve clearance compensa­
tion; visco-drive fan. 
Electronic, microprocessor-controlled ignition 
system (EZL); mechanical/electronic fu el injec­
tion (CIS-E lll) with microprocessor-controlled 
"fine-tuning" functions such as fuel cut-off on 
the overrun, full-load enrichment, warm-up 
enrichment and acceleration enrichment, elec­
tronic idle speed governor for a constant idle 
speed, and a microprocessor-controlled elec­
tronic component for processing sensor signals 
for, e.g., the trip computer (optional extra), self­
monitoring, programme sequence monitoring, 
for checking the plausibility of all sensor signals 
and for lambda control for cars with a catalytic 
emission control system (optional extra). 
Oil level monitor: Engine located by 3-point 
rubber mountings; two hydraulic vibration 
dampers; diagnosis socket. 

Transmission 
Mercedes-Benz torque-converter 4-speed auto­
matic with programme selector and B position, 
gear selector on the centre console. 
Tempomat cruise control available as an 
optional extra. 

SusP.ension 
Front and rear pairs of wheels each have two coil 
springs, one anti-roll bar, two single-tube gas­
filled shock absorbers. 

Axles 
Front axle : double wishbones with anti-dive 
control.Rear axle: diagonal swing axle with anti­
Jift control. 

Rims and tyres 
Forged light-alloy wheels, rim size 7Jx15 H 2, 
tyre size 205/65VR15. 

Brakes 
Dual-circuit power-assisted brakes with 
vacuum-type booster and anti -lock brake sys­
tem; fixed caliper disc bra kes front and rear; 
internally ventilated front brake discs; self­
adjusting brake pads front and rear ; foot­
operated parking brake with additional brake 
shoes and drums; warning lights for monitoring 
ABS, brake fluid and brake pad wear. 

Steering 
Mercedes- Benz power-assisted steering with 
steering damper. Dish-shaped steering wheel 
with impact absorber. Safety steering column, 
with corrugated tubing in lowersection;steering 
gear box located behind front axle assembly. 

Bodywork 
All-steel monococque bodyshell; light-alloy 
bonnet; broad, polycarbonate front ai rdam; two 
easy-to-close doors with semi-recessed handles; 
roadster (convertible) cover and detachable 
hard-top as standard; luggage stowage space in 
rear; fuel tank located above rear axle assembly; 
energy-absorbing front and rear sections; 
superb visibility all round; safety-glass windows. 

Windows 
Front a'!d rear screens of the hard-top made of 
laminated safety glass; side windows made of 
single-layer safety glass; electric screen wash 
system with two heated twin nozzles on the bon­
net; two windscreen wipers with two speeds and 
interm ittent control, operated by means of the 
combination switch on the steering wheel. The 
rear screen of the hard-top is electrically heated. 

Locks 
Conical-pin door catches with main and safety 
positions on both doors, lockable by key and 
from inside; boot lock ; steering wheel lock com­
bined with ignition lock and starter non-repeat 
unit; glove compartment lock; central locking 
system which also operates fuel tank cap lock; 
master key system with four-way key. 
Anti-theft warning device (EDW) is available as 
an optional extra. 

Lights 
Rectangular headlamp units with sidelights, 
asymmetrical dipped beam,main beam,frontfog 
lights (halogen); pneumatic headlamp range 
adjustment for laden and unladen car; parking 
lights; tail lights; brake Lights; reversing light; 
rear fog light; number plate illumination; finely 
adjustable instrument illumination ; courtesy 
lights, with delay relay, in windscreen frame; 
floor-level interior light; illumination for ash­
tray,glove compartment, heating and ventilation 
controls, rotary light switch, boot; illuminated 
gear indicator on automatic shift gate. 

Seats 
Two individual seats with bucket-seat character; 
seats finely adjustable for reach, backrests finely 
adjustable for angle; height adjustment for 
driver's seat and passenger seat; backrestlocking 
mechanism; two head restraints, adjustable for 
height; two three-point inertia-reel seat belts 
with belt tensioners; two static lap belts in rear if 
rear seats specified. 

Heating and ventilation 
Continuous, draught-free warm or cool air fl ow; 
electronic interior temperature cont rol able to 
keep pre-selected temperature largely constant 
when in heating mode; air distribution to wind­
screen, side windows and front footwells; heat­
ing separately controllable for left and righ t 
sides; large fresh -air outlet in the centre of the 
dashboard, finely adjustable to all sides (conti-

nuous stale-ai r extraction through slots below 
the rear screen with the hard-top; this largely 
prevents misting-up of the rear screen); four­
stage radial blower with main air flap. Air condi­
tioning or automatic climate control optionally 
extra. 

Sig~stem 
Self-cancelling indicators with finger-tip con­
tact for overtaking, operated by the combination 
switch on the steering wheel; horn; headlight 
Oasher; brake lights; hazard warning lights. 

Instruments and monitors 
Dashboard with specially padded impact areas, 
designed to yield in a way compatible with the 
Limi ts a human body can tolerate . Speedometer; 
mileage recorder; trip recorder ; oil pressure 
gauge; coolant temperature gauge; fuel gauge; 
quartz clock; fu el consumption trend indicator; 
rev counter. Optional extra: exterior tempera­
ture display. Monitor lamps for main beam, indi­
cators (separate for left and right sides), hazard 
warning lights, battery charging, brake fluid 
level, brake pad wear, rear fog light, reserve fuel, 
engine oil level, coolant level, screen wash level; 
lamp defect monitor for all exterior lights; moni­
tor lamps for anti-lock brake system and, wi th 
the corresponding optional extras, for the air­
bag. 

Miscellaneous 
Loudspeaker covers left and right in dashboard; 
ashtray with cigar lighter; centre console with 
burred walnut veneer; doors with open door 
pockets and padded grab handles; first-aid kit in 
rear ; lockable glove compartment; oddments 
tray between the front seats; two padded sun 
visors, swivellable to one side, with metal safety 
mirror on passenger side; interior rear-view mir­
ror with anti-dazzle position; heated offside 
rear-view mirror with glare-reducing mirror 
glass, adjustable from inside; steering wheel and 
gear lever leather-covered ; fine velour carpet­
ing; warning triangle in boot; stowage compart­
ment in spare tyre recess; towing lug front and 
rear. 

Basic equipment 
Mercedes-Benz 500 SL 
Engine 
Light-alloy V-8 engine with 4973 cm3, 180 kW 
(245 hp) at 4750/min, light-alloy crankcase, 
light-alloy cross- fl ow cylinder heads, one chain­
driven overhead camshaft per row of cylinders; 
hydraulic valve clearance compensation; visco­
drive fan. 
F.lectronic, microprocessor-controlled ignition 
system (EZL); mechanical/electronic fuel injec­
tion (CIS- E lll) with microprocessor-controlled 
" fi ne-tun ing" functions such as fuel cut-off on 
the overrun, full-load enrichment, warm-up 
1•nrichment and acceleration enrichment, elec­
tronic idle speed governor for a constant idle 
speed, and a microprocessor-controlled elec­
tronic component for processing sensor signals 
for, e.g., the trip computer (optional extra), self­
monitoring, programme sequence mon itoring, 
for checking the plausibility of all sensor signals 
and for lambda control for cars with a catalytic 
emission control system (optional extra). 
Oil level monitor. Engine located by 3-point 
rubber mountings; two hydraulic vibration 
dampers; diagnosis socket. 

Transmission 
\lercedes-Benz torque-converter 4-speed auto­
matic with programme selector and B position, 
gear selector on tJrn centre console. 
Tempomat cruise control available as an 
optional extra. 

Susr-ension 
Front and rear pairs of wheels each have two coil 
spr ings, one anti-roll bar, two single-tube gas­
rilled shock absorbers. 

Axles 
Front axle : double wishbones with anti-dive 
control. Rear axle: diagonal swing axle with anti­
lift control. 

Rims and tyres 
Forged light-alloy wheels, rim size 7 J x 15 H 2, 
tyre size 205/65VR15. 

Brakes 
Dual-circu it power-assisted brakes with 
vacuum-type booster and anti-lock brake sys­
tem; fixed caliper disc brakes front and rear ; 
internally ventilated front brake discs; self­
adjusting brake pads front and rear; foot­
operated parking brake with additional brake 
shoes and drums; warning lights for monitoring 
ABS, brake fluid and brake pad wear. 

Steering 
Mercedes-Benz power-assisted steering with 
~leering damper. Dish-shaped steering wheel 
with impact absorber. Safety steering column, 
with corrugated tubing in lowersection;steering 
gear box located behind front axle assembly. 

Bodywork 
All-steel monococque bodyshell; light-alloy 
bonnet; broad, polycarbonate front airdam; two 
easy-to-close doors with semi-recessed handles; 
roadster (convertible) cover and detachable 
hard-top as standard; luggage stowage space in 
rear; fuel tank located above rear axle assembly; 
energy-absorbing front and rear sections; 
superb visibility all round; safety-glass windows. 

Windows 
Front and rear screens of the hard-top made of 
laminated safety glass; side windows made of 
single-layer safety glass; electric windows; 
electric screen wash system with two heated twin 
nozzles on the bonnet; two windscreen wipers 
with two speeds and intermittent control, 
operated by means of the combination switch on 
the steering wheel. 
The rear screen of the hard-top is electrically 
heated. 

Locks 
Conical-pin door catches with main and safety 
positions on both doors, lockable by key and 
from inside; boot lock; steering wheel lock com­
bined with ignition lock and starter non-repeat 
unit; glove compartment lock; central locking 
system which also operates fuel tank cap lock; 
master key system with four-way key. 
Anti-theft warning device (EDW) is available as 
an optional extra. 

Llghts 
Rectangu lar headlamp units with sidelights, 
asymmetrical clipped beam, main beam,front fog 
lights (halogen); pneumatic headlamp range 
adjustment fo r laden and unladen car; parking 
lights; tail lights; brake lights; reversing light; 
rear fog Light; number plate illumination; finely 
adjustable instrument illumination; courtesy 
lights, with delay relay, in windscreen fram e; 
floor-level interior light; illumination for ash­
tray,glove compartment, heating and ventilation 
controls, rotary light switch, boot; illuminated 
gear indicator on automatic shift gate. 

Seats 
Two individual seats with bucket-seat character; 
seats finely adjustable for reach, backrests finely 
adjustable for angle; height adjustment for 
driver's seat and passenger seat; backrest locking 
mechanism; two head restraints, adjustable for 
height; two three-point inertia-reel seat belts 
with belt tensioners; two static lap belts in rear if 
rear seats specified. 

Heating and ventilation 
Continuous, draught-free warm or cool air flow; 
electronic interior temperature control able to 
keep pre-selected temperature largely constant 
when in heating mode; air distribution to wind-

screen, side windows and front footwells; h eat­
ing separately controllable for left and right 
sides; large fresh-air outlet in the centre of the 
dashboard, finely adjustable to all sides (conti­
nuous stale-air extraction through slots below 
the rear screen with the hard-top; this largely 
prevents misting-up of the rear screen); four­
stage radial blower with main air flap.Air condi­
tioning or automatic climate control optionally 
extra. 

Sign all i ng_§,}'stem 
Self-cancelling indicators with finger-tip con­
tact for overtaking, operated by the combination 
switch on the steering wheel; horn; headlight 
flasher; brake lights; hazard warning lights . 

Instruments and monitors 
Dashboard with specially padded impact areas, 
designed to yield in a way compatible with the 
limits a human body can tolerate. Speedometer; 
mileage recorder; trip recorder; oil pressure 
gauge; coolant temperature gauge; fuel gauge; 
quartz clock; fue l consumption trend indicator; 
rev counter. Optional extra : exterior tempera­
ture display. Monitor lamps for main beam, indi­
cators (separate for left and right sides), hazard 
warning lights, battery charging, brake fluid 
level, brake pad wear, rear fog light, reserve fu el, 
engine oil level, coolant level,screen wash level; 
lamp defect moni tor for all exterior lights; moni­
tor lamps for anti-lock brake system and, with 
the corresponding optional extras, forthe airbag. 

Miscellaneous 
Loudspeaker covers left and right in dashboard; 
ashtray with cigar lighter; centre console with 
burred walnut veneer; doors with open door 
pockets and padded grab handles; first-aid kit in 
rear ; lockable glove compartment; oddments 
tray between the front seats; two padded sun 
visors, swivellable to one side, with metal safety 
mirror on passenger side; interior rear-view mir­
ror with anti-dazzle position; heated offside 
rear-view mirror with glare-reducing mirror 
glass, adjustable from inside; steering wheel and 
gear lever leather-covered; fine velour carpet­
ing; warning triangle in boot; stowage compart­
ment in spare tyre recess; towing lug front and 
rear. 
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A Overall height 1290 mm with H Drive r's backrest -
al kerb weight couge roof, rear paneJll 480 mm 

130 mm roadster 
J Ove rall seat width 1310 mm 

B Width overall 1790 mm 
K Width at shou lder 

c Length overall 4390 mm height, front 1348 mm 

0 Wheelbase (420 SL) 2460 mm (2455 mm) L Interior width, rear 970 mm 

E1 Track width front 1452 mm 'f'urning circle diameter 10.34 m 

E2 Track width, rear 144 0 mm Boot space appr. 0.26 m:i 

F Steering wheel -
driver's backrest•> 488 mm I) Dimensions.vary according 

G Seat heifrht at kerb 928 mm with 
to scat pos1t1on. 

weight, ront coupe roof, The data given here are 
956mm to be r~gardcd as 

roadster approximate. 
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